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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Commander (or selected presenter(s)) will identify themselves and the other veterans participating in the presentation; then offer greetings to attendees, distinguished guests, et. al.

Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, teachers, students, and especially our fellow veterans. 
Tuesday, November 11th, 2025 marks 99 years since Congress first recognized this annual date as “Armistice Day”, and the 84th consecutive year that our country has celebrated an official National holiday honoring all military veterans who helped defend our liberties and those of our allies.

Unlike Memorial Day, which was originally established after the Civil War to mourn soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice in battle, Veterans Day was set aside to celebrate all the brave men and women in uniform who answered our nation’s call and served the causes of freedom around the globe; both living and deceased.
 
The presentation we have prepared for today offers a brief historical summary of Veterans Day and details for some of the individual veteran designations.



The Armistice of Compiègne
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11 November, 1918

U.S. Army Signal Corps - U.S. National Archives

Unknown Author – Public Domain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in the year 1918, the allied forces (also referred to as the Entente), negotiated an armistice with Germany and the Central Powers; targeting the cessation of all hostilities on the Western Front during WWI, as well as other occupied sections of the European Theater.

The Entente was an international military coalition of countries, led by the French Republic, the United Kingdom, the Russian Empire, the United States, the Kingdom of Italy, and the Empire of Japan against the Central Powers of the German Empire, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and the Kingdom of Bulgaria.

The Armistice of November 11th was the latest in a long number of negotiated agreements between the Allies and Central Powers; designed to bring an end to WWI. It lasted for little more than a month and had to be extended three more times before a final peace accord was reached. The Treaty of Versailles was officially signed on 28 June 1919, but didn’t take full effect until January 1920

Even while this armistice was being readied for signing on 11 November 1918, hostilities continued up until 11 a.m. Central European Time (CET), with 2,738 combatants dying on what many refer to as “the last day of the war”.
 
The photo on the left was taken on 11 November, 1918, in the Forest of Compiègne, after the signatories finally reached agreement on terms for the armistice to end World War I. 

The picture on the right shows a raiding party made up of French and American soldiers from the 168th Infantry, making their way to a Mecklembourg trench near Badonviller, France, that same year. The “Scorched Earth” policy, frequently employed during WWI, had destroyed all the leaves and ground cover.



Armistice Day or Veterans Day?
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Library Company of Philadelphia Personal archives

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“Armistice Day” received its official designation in America through a congressional resolution in 1926, and eventually became a national holiday in 1938.

In 1954 President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill, first championed by WWII Veteran Raymond Weeks from Birmingham Alabama, proclaiming November 11th as “Veterans Day” to honor all Veterans who had served our country from all wars; not just WWI.

A law passed in 1968 temporarily changed Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in October, until Congress eventually returned the National observance to its traditional date on November 11th in 1978.

The photo on the left shows huge crowds filling the streets surrounding Philadelphia City Hall in celebration of the November 11, 1918 Armistice. 
The image on the right was taken on November 6th, 2022, during the Middletown Veterans Day Parade, nearly 104 year later. The crowds might have been smaller, but the National pride and level of respect we received was still overwhelming.





Uniformed Veterans
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Websters defines a veteran as either of the following
1 “: a former member of the armed forces or old soldier of long service”
or
2 “: a person of long experience usually in some occupation or skill (such as politics or the arts)”

Clearly, not all veterans are military veterans, nor are all 8 uniformed services the same. The United States has six “Armed” uniformed services. They are (from left to right, top to bottom) The Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force and Coast Guard. The order of precedence for the Armed Forces of the United States within the Department of Defense is set by a DoD Directive and is not dependent on the date of their creation. Reservists and National Guard units are also part of the Armed Forces, and their veterans are equally honored.

The other two uniformed services are the US Public Health Services Commissioned Corps and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Corps. 

Even amongst those veterans within the Armed Forces, there are distinct member organizations. 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), which was founded in 1899, includes, amongst its ranks, those veterans who meet the necessary entrance criteria and who served honorably during one or more of the international conflicts that our country was “officially” engaged in (i.e. WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam Conflict, Gulf War, Iraqi Freedom, Afghanistan, etc.). 

The American Legion established in 1919 is a similar organization. However, it’s members include veterans that may not have served overseas, and even veterans who might not have served for more than a single day.

On Veterans Day, we honor all our military veterans who served this country, whether living or deceased. The majority of them earned Honorable Discharges, but some may have earned a “General Discharge” for things like family emergencies, hardship or medical reasons. Their discharge classification does not necessarily diminish their veteran status.




Medals and Decorations

WWI Victory WWII Victory Korean Service Vietnam Service

Kosovo Campaign Iraq Campaign Afghanistan Campaign War on Terrorism

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Numerous individual and unit-level awards were issued for active military service during times of war throughout our Nation’s history. This slide shows some of the more recent campaign medals,
Top Row (L-R): WWI Victory, WWII Victory, Korean Service, Vietnam Service
Bottom Row (L-R): Kosovo Campaign, Iraq Campaign, Afghanistan Campaign, War on Terrorism Medal

To those of us who earned them, these medals are far more than mere decorations. They represent an acknowledgement of selfless sacrifice made at a time when life and liberty were at risk. They are held in honor, not just for the recipient’s individual service, but in recognition of all their fellow veterans who served with them, before them or will serve after they are long gone.
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War Memorials

Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of Defense

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Veterans Day provides an opportunity to show your respect to the men and women who made personal sacrifices in an effort to help defend the freedoms that our Country holds so dear; whether attending a visual presentation like this, applauding during a Veterans Day parade, or visiting a VA Clinic or even a War Memorial.

“The Wall”, in Washington, DC, as it has been so aptly named, is a stark reminder of how many brave souls perished during the Vietnam Conflict. 58,220 and counting, 
For some visitors to DC, this is just another tourist attraction, but for those of us who served, it is more akin to a monumental grave stone.

It bought me to tears when I first visited there, and still makes me well up just thinking about all those names engraved in granite.
My mantra, “There, but for the grace of God, go I”. “So, God, please share that grace with each and every one of our brethren, living, missing or perished”.



“Welcome Home” 
to all our Veterans!

Thank you 
for attending!

and
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NOTICE! DO NOT DISTRIBUTE!

The content found within this presentation was assembled
from multiple sources, including, but not limited to: 

VFW Post 1333 Member’s personal files, Wikipedia, Library of Congress, 
Department of Defense, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Marine 
Corps, Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion and other publicly 
accessible internet sites.

Where feasible, attempts were made to provide resource credits; however, 
due to limited space and time, the author may have neglected to annotate 
certain attributes. To that end, this presentation is intended solely for non-
commercial, personal and/or Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1333-member 
use, and may not be distributed without first ensuring all copyright 
ownership requirements are met.
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